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			Abstract The first decades of digital media art in Poland and Central Europe were associated not only with breaking the technological barrier and creating new means of expression, as was the case in the West, but also with social and mental transformations, economic and identity problems of the period of political transformation. Media art (including computer art and video art) is a creative area strongly dependent on the access to new technologies, the cost of this access and the technology itself, as well as on problems resulting from its use and the need to cross the boundaries of the language of the medium. Creators experimenting with video and computer in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s had to face not only economic difficulties, but also the reluctance of the institutions to a new means of expression and the resistance of artistic circles to expanding artistic instrumentation. This article will describe a particular case of the first decades of the development of media art in Upper Silesia and the cultural contexts of the process of paving the way for social recognition and regular functioning in the art gallery circulation. The case of media art shows strong links between political, identity and technological changes that influenced local consciousness and its redefinition, and the fate of creators and creative institutions in the region.  
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