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			Abstract Recent years have seen a growing number of studies that focus on the link between human economic activity and environmental degradation. However, very few studies have explored this relationship considering cultural aspects, such as religiosity. This research aims to address this gap by examining and comparing the relationship between environmental degradation, GDP per capita, trade openness, and urbanization in five groups of countries, categorized based on weekly worship attendance, for the years 1970-2018. The study uses Pedroni and Westerlund tests to check for cointegration and panel FMOLS to estimate coefficients. The results confirm the inverted U-shaped environmental Kuznest curve and indicate that GDP per capita significantly affect CO2 emissions in almost all panels. Urbanization has a strong negative influence on CO2 emissions in low and middle-low weekly attendance panels. Trade openness has the most significant impact on CO2 emissions in less developed countries, particularly those with high weekly worship attendance. The study suggests that religious institutions in these countries could play an active role in improving the environment. They can promote sustainable practices, raise awareness, and advocate for government policies that support environmental protection. Overall, this research sheds light on the importance of cultural factors in environmental degradation and calls for the engagement of religious institutions in promoting a sustainable future.  
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