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			Abstract The author, referring to the classic definition of William Stern, proposes that intellgence should be understood as the ability to actively and effectively adapt, ensuring the continuity of existence in time while maintaining the relative identity of the species (system). Such an extended definition of intelligence allows cross-species comparisons, while the concept of IQ, anchored in psychology, was conceived as a tool to describe individual differences between people. A biocentric view of intelligence, by providing the greatest common denominator for all systems (including artificial or hybrid ones), would help reduce the anthropocentric connotations associated with the term. It also shows the problem of artificial intelligence in a different light. The author suggests that the reluctance to see signs of intelligence in simpler organisms or plants is partly due to a fallacy in reasoning, for we tacitly assume that intelligence is a specifically human quality. As a consequence, we deny intelligence to systems (organisms) whose structure (or behavior) is not human-like. This makes us inclined to attribute to our species inflated and unjustified possibilities of "world domination", which turn out to be unrealistic when confronted with other, "unintelligent" species (ecosystems) inhabiting our planet.  
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