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			Abstract This study compared the harshness of moral judgment and sensitivity to different aspects of a situation in judgments made by people with utilitarian and deontological inclinations. The participants were 240 students who made moral judgments in two business scenarios and then responded to moral dilemmas revealing their moral inclinations. The results showed that people with utilitarian inclinations were more sensitive in their judgments to the magnitude of side effect harm caused by the action, benefits gained through the action and, to a smaller extent, to the probability of a harmful side effect. People with deontological inclinations in turn were more sensitive to the information concerning the probability of a harmful side effect occurrence and to some extent also to the magnitude of this side effect. The results revealed that the moral reasoning of people with utilitarian inclinations and those with deontological inclinations (as measured by responses to moral dilemmas) did not match the classical understanding of utilitarian and deontological theories. People with deontological inclinations still revealed some sensitivity to the magnitude of harmful side effects, while people with utilitarian inclinations were not always sensitive to the information about the probability of this. Moreover, the results showed that people with utilitarian inclinations were more lenient in their condemnation judgments than people with deontological inclinations.  
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